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Procedure Statement  

  

At St John and St Francis Church School, the daily act of collective worship is viewed 

as an integral and important part of school life. It is a time where we come together to 

share our love of God and celebrate our achievements together. It offers all pupils an 

opportunity to worship through engaging in relevant, meaningful experiences and 

provides opportunities for the pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural 

development. As such, the contributions of staff, pupils, clergy, and other Christian 

leaders are valued highly.  

  

Legal Requirements  

  

We acknowledge the legal requirement stated in the 1988 Education Reform Act, 

which states the need for each child to attend a daily act of worship either as a whole 

school, class, or group.   

  

Parental Withdrawal  

Worship is regarded as special time which wholly reflects our ethos as a church school. 
It is an inclusive opportunity for those of all faiths and none and is in no way intended 
to evangelise or proselytise. We respect the right of parents to withdraw their 
child/children from acts of collective worship on grounds of conscience. However, as 
collective worship is central to our ethos. We would appreciate the opportunity to 
discuss this decision with parents.  
  

Aims of Collective Worship  

  

For the School  

Collective Worship contributes significantly to the ethos of our school, and it is our 

aim that it is a time when the school community can:  

• Share common aims and values.  

• Celebrate achievement and special times.  

• Explore together the world in which we live.  

• Develop a community spirit.  

  

For the Pupils  

We also intend that Collective Worship contributes to the development of the pupil as 

a whole person by providing opportunities to:  

• Consider spiritual and moral issues.  

• Explore their beliefs.  
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• Develop their spirituality.  

• Reinforce positive attitudes.  

• Participate and respond.   

  

Organisation  

  

We aim to provide a variety of worship experiences for the children. Our current 

schedule is as follows:  

  

Monday          Key Stage worship led by the Head/SLT  

  

Tuesday         Key Stage worship led by a teacher linked to our school’s Christian 

values and/or singing practice (see appendix 1).  

  

Wednesday    Key stage worship led by a visiting leader of a local church.  

  

Thursday        Class worship, themes may include wider world views and festivals, 

community issues/charities, British Values and famous people who have changed the 

way we see the world (eg Ghandi). 

  

Friday               Key stage celebration assembly led by the head/SLT. This is a 

celebration time, where positive achievements are celebrated.  

 

Worship Leaders and the school council may also lead worship at times 

supported by their teacher/SLT/RE Coordinator/Link Governor as appropriate. Each 

half term a year group will plan and lead a worship time, sharing what they have 

learnt during RE lessons.   

  

We work closely with our link church, St Francis and with The Salvation Army in our 

community. We celebrate key Christian festivals by taking part in a service for 

Harvest and Easter at St Francis Church, to which parents are invited and hold a 

Christmas celebration for the parents and wider community at The Salvation Army 

building.  

  

Planning Acts of Collective Worship  

  

The content of all acts of Collective Worship will be considered carefully, to ensure 

relevance and suitability for the ages of our pupils. This provides support for staff as 

they prepare to lead a worship time. They are planned by the RE Coordinator, linking 

to the school’s Christian values and festivals. Termly planning lists themes, special 

occasions, and events, but will be flexible to allow the inclusion of current and topical 

issues. An example of a collective worship plan can be seen in appendix 2.  

  

Prayer and Reflection  

  

Collective worship always includes a time of prayer and/or reflection.  A range of 

prayers are used including The Lord’s Prayer, School Prayer, prayers written by the 

children and others. They are introduced in an appropriate manner with a short time 

of quiet. At the beginning of worship, a time of reflection and quiet is encouraged by 
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the lighting of candles. At the beginning of the lunch hour, grace is said by adults and 

the children. The school has its own prayer which is also regularly used. (see 

appendix 3).  

  

  

The Act of Collective Worship  

  

A variety of teaching and learning styles and active and interactive methods are used 

in acts of Collective Worship. A variety of resources will also be used. Leaders of 

Collective Worship will choose the style/method and resources which are appropriate 

to the content, age, aptitude, and the background of pupils.   

We work closely with our link church, St Francis of Assisi (St Francis of Assisi - A Church 

Near You) and with The Salvation Army in our community. We celebrate key Christian 

festivals by taking part in a service for Harvest and Easter at St Francis Church, to 

which parents are invited and hold a Christmas celebration for the parents and wider 

community at The Salvation Army. (Bridgwater | The Salvation Army)   

  

Other World Views or none  

  

Although our worship reflects our Christian beliefs and values, we are committed to 

respecting each other’s faith stance and culture, showing respect, and understanding 

regardless of pupils’ beliefs. The class-led acts of worship may portray other cultures 

and beliefs as they reflect the RE studied as part of the curriculum requirements. We 

welcome the input from children and families with different world views to take part in 

these times. 

  

  

Equal Opportunities and Special Educational Needs   

  

All pupils, regardless of academic ability, age, gender, and ethnic origin will have 

access to a wide range of appropriate activities to support their understanding of RE 

At each Key Stage, the teacher will draw from other world views as appropriate to 

acknowledge and celebrate the religious beliefs of the children within the class. We 

are proud to be able to sign the opening and closing of our collective worship time 

together. We are beginning to learn to sing using signing and say The Lord’s Prayer 

with signing also. A variety of resources will also be used, including symbols and 

other visual support material to ensure all worship time will be accessible to all 

children.  

  

Appendix 1  

  

‘Out of the Ark Music’ is used for singing worship. A catalogue of songs which are 

familiar to the children is built up over time by planning in a regular singing worship 

daily. These songs are an integral part of all our collective worship throughout the 

week and are sung each time we meet. We also use this for celebrating festivals 

such as harvest, Christmas, and Easter. It allows for opportunities from EYFS to Year 

6. 

  

  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11209/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11209/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11209/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11209/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11209/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11209/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11209/
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/bridgwater
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/bridgwater
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Appendix 2  

 

 
 

Appendix 3  

  
St John and St Francis Church School – school prayer  

  
Lord, bless our school.  
That working together and playing together.  
We may learn to serve you.  
And love one another.  
Amen  
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